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This is in response to (he Office Action mailed June 4, 2003 regarding the above 
identified patent application. The Office Action required Apphcants to restrict prosecution of the 

claims in this application to: 

Group I. Claims 1-12 and 28 (drawn to polynucleotides coding for the sigM 
gene, vectors and host cells thereof)- or me sigM 

m £! 3imS 13 " 27 (draWn t0 methods of makin S L-amino acids)- or 
Group III. ^W^^^-ttZ 

Applicants hereby elect Group I (claims 1- 12 and 28) and request that the claims of 
group II and III be rejoined if the product clatms in Group I are found to be allowable. 
Applicants reserve the right to file divisional applications for the non-elected claims in due 

course. 

Applicants submit that this apphcation is now in condition for examination on the meri* 
and early action in that regard is solicited. 



Re spect fully submitted, 
SMITH, GA$BI 



Date : June 18, 2003 
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courts and agencies. 
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Fee Transmittal Form 

□ Fee Attached 

CD Amendment / Response 

□ After Final 

CD Affidavits/declarationfs) 
Extension of Time Request 

CD Express Abandonment Request 

□ Information Disclosure Statement 

CD Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

ID Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

Response to Missing 
Parts under 37 CFR 
1.52 or 1.53 



Drawing(s) 

□ Licensing-related Papers 
D Petition 

□ Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

CD Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

□ Terminal Disclaimer 
CD Request for Refund 

□ CD, Number of CD(s) , 



After Allowance Communication to 
Group 

Appeal Communication to Board of 
Appeals and Interferences 

Appeal Communication to Group 
{Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 
□ Status Letter 



I Other Enciosure(s) 
(please identify below): 

Response to Restriction 
Requirement 




I hereby certify that this a 
Service with sufficient po 
Alexandria, VA 22313-145 


stLTa^ ° r de » ^ United States Posta. 
0 on the date shown below P addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 


Typed or printed name 
V Signature 





complete, mclud.ng gathering, preparing, and submitting the eo^^mi^^^'^^?^^ ,S estima, <* to 12 minutes to 
,E 5E SO RCOMPLE ^^ 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800*TO-9199 and select option 2. 



